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the campers and sheriff’s office varied on who fired 
the shot that killed Altland. Banks claimed the camp-
ers had attacked him and the men he had with him. 
Various state and federal agencies never determined 
who fired the shotgun. Campers claim Sheriff Banks 
fired the shot. Banks claimed it was another deputy.

Timothy Silver was seventeen the summer Stan 
Altland was killed. Like the Floridian campers, he 
was a fan of the Rolling Stones and longed to go to 
the Charlotte concert, but his parents objected. Like 
most teens of that era, he questioned the values of 
the previous generation. Silver explores the collision 
of values that are exemplified in the confrontation of 
Altland and his Florida friends with their hippie cul-
ture and the values personified by the Yancey County 
Sheriff’s Department. The Florida group confronted 
authority while Kermit Banks and the Yancey Coun-
ty Sherriff’s Department represented it and could not 
see why others would not respect that authority. Fifty 
years after Altland’s death, culture conflict about 
respect for authority still exists.

Death in Briar Bottom traces the events before 
and after the shooting of Stan Atland. Interviews, 
newspaper accounts, official reports, and personal 
reflections are used to detail the event. The footnotes 
detailing Silver’s research are numerous. However, 
Silver was unable to persuade some participants, fam-
ily members, and citizens of Yancey County to speak 
with him. Silver does use the first chapter to offer a 
brief personal reflection about the time of the event 
and an epilogue to discuss the aftermath of Atland’s 
death. 

This book is recommended to all libraries that 
collect items about crimes in North Carolina or the 
1970’s in North Carolina. 

Timothy Silver is a professor emeritus of History 
at Appalachian State University. Silver has authored 
Mount Mitchell and the Black Mountains, and along 
with Judkin Browning wrote An Environmental His-
tory of the Civil War.

Robert Arndt 
UNC Pembroke

North Carolina’s Roadside 
Eateries: A Traveler’s Guide to 
Local Restaurants, Diners, and 
Barbecue Joints 

D.G. Martin
Chapel Hill, NC: University of 
North Carolina Press, 2024. 
188 pp. $20.00. 
ISBN 978-1-4696-6093-6

Is it possible for readers to be given a tour of road-
side eating attractions in North Carolina? Does 

North Carolina have a variety of restaurants to suit 
every traveler’s needs? In the book, North Carolina’s 
Roadside Eateries: A Traveler’s Guide to Local Restau-
rants, Diners, and Barbecue Joints, author D.G. Mar-
tin introduces readers to a multitude of interesting 
restaurants to be found just off Interstate 26, Inter-
state 40, Interstates 73 & 74, Interstate 77, Interstate 
85, and Interstate 95. For those readers unfamiliar 
with North Carolina barbecue, the author explains 
the difference between Western-style NC barbe-
cue (vinegar & ketchup-based) versus Eastern-style 
North Carolina barbecue (strictly vinegar-based). 
At the beginning of each chapter, which features a 
North Carolina interstate highway, the author pro-
vides a brief description of the interstates and where 
they crisscross the state. 

To gain some perspective into the popularity of 
each featured restaurant, D.G. Martin interviews the 
restaurant owners or includes the recommendations 
of his friends. Some of the restaurants included in 
the book have colorful names such as the following: 
Moose Café (Interstate 26), 12 Bones Smokehouse (In-
terstate 40), Soprano’s Italian Restaurant (Interstates 
73 & 74), Randy’s BBQ (Interstate 77), Catfish Cove 
Seafood (Interstate 85), and White Swan Bar-B-Q & 
Fried Chicken (Interstate 95). 

D.G. Martin’s book is an interesting work for all 
North Carolina restaurant enthusiasts as each restau-
rant is described in terms of local address, contact 
telephone number, business hours, food choices, di-
rections to the restaurant from the highway, and local 
area attractions to explore after dining at the specific 
restaurant. If potential visitors have a GPS system in 
their cars, the author provides maps in each chapter 
with a legend placing the number on the map with a 
specific restaurant. To provide some context for the 
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popularity of the restaurant, D.G. Martin provides 
customer feedback and restaurant photos.

North Carolina’s Roadside Eateries: A Traveler’s 
Guide to Local Restaurants, Diners, and Barbecue 
Joints, is a revised and expanded edition of the au-
thor’s original work published in 2016. Before writ-
ing North Carolina’s Roadside Eateries, the author had 
a varied background, including serving as former 
host of UNC-TV’s NC Bookwatch program (1999-
2021), practicing law in Charlotte for 20 years, and 
serving in leadership positions at UNC Pembroke, 
North Carolina Central University, and the Trust for 
Public Land.
This book is intended to offer a glimpse into the 
variety of restaurants available to travelers in North 
Carolina who want to enjoy good food and conver-
sation away from the busy interstates. Because of 
its specific scope, North Carolina’s Roadside Eateries: 
A Traveler’s Guide to Local Restaurants, Diners, and 
Barbecue Joints would be appropriate for inclusion in 
any public library or academic library with a focus 
on North Carolina popular culture.

David W. Young
University of North Carolina at Pembroke

Green Forest, Red Earth,  
Blue Sea

Jim Gulledge
Virginia Beach, VA: Koehlerbooks, 2024. 
310pp. $26.95. 
ISBN 979-8-88824-390-9

Green Forest, Red, Earth, Blue Sea is Southern 
fiction at its finest. The book is an expansion 

of the author’s earlier novella, A Poor Man’s Supper, 
which comprises the first part of the current novel. 
Spanning all 3 major areas of North Carolina and 
multiple generations, it speaks to love lost and found, 
good and evil, family connections, and the fate of a 
small pocket watch. The author is a lifelong resident 
of the Carolinas who taught classes about storytelling 
(among others) at Pfeiffer University for many years.

The tale begins in the mountains of Saluda in 

the late 1800s, when Vancie and Josiah meet and 
fall in love. It continues with the Elliott family in 
Peachland, in the Piedmont, after the Great War, 
and concludes with the McClure family in Beaufort 
in the 1970s. The characters, from young, carefree 
Vancie Keller to the rich and evil Dred Mabry, are 
detailed, beautifully drawn, and incredibly hu-
man, extremely relatable (or occasionally, relatably 
hateable) regardless of time and place. The land-
scapes are characters unto themselves, with rich 
descriptions that make you feel like you are there 
in that time and place. The descriptions of 1800s 
Saluda in particular are breathtaking and contribute 
significantly to the story. Relationships are a large 
focus of the story, and these are compelling and 
rich – both relationships between family mem-
bers, lovers, and other people, as well as relation-
ships between people and the land they live on. 
Gulledge’s prose is lovely and draws you in within 
the first few sentences, not letting go until the final 
epilogue, and still leaving you wanting more.

Overall, Green Forest, Red Earth, Blue Sea is 
a charming book from a talented author that cap-
tures much of the history and geography of North 
Carolina within an enthralling story that provokes 
laughter, tears, and everything in between. It is 
highly recommended for all public libraries and 
academic libraries with adult Southern fiction col-
lections or North Carolina author collections.

Lara Little
Pfeiffer University

Photography in Ashe County, 
North Carolina

Kim Hadley and Doug Munroe
Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, 
2024. 303 pp. $40.00. 
ISBN 978-1-4766-8938-8

Kim Hadley and Doug Munroe, the authors 
of Painters and Their Paintings: Ashe County, 

North Carolina (2021), immerse the reader in in-
viting photographs and snippets of local history in 
their latest book, Photography in Ashe County, North 


